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Honorable George Pierce
Chairman
Committee on Urban Affaira

et am e e e W EE i e mse S e e

House of Representatives
P. O, Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78769-2910 10-90-24

Dear Mr. Pierce:

You ask whether a San Antonio park ranger is a ‘'police
officer" under chapter 142 of the Local Government Code.
Chapter 142 concerns benefits and working conditions of

de51gnated muﬁiéiﬁéi' officials and emii;§ees-—"I;-—é;;tain
municipalities, Positions covered include "a member of a
fire or police department."®

Chapter 142, as amended by Senate Bill 603, Acts 1989,
71st Legislature, chapter 92, section 2, at 420, adds
section 142.010 defining “member of the police department”
as follows:

(b) In this chapter, ‘member of the

police department’ mean ne o o t

police department who has been licensed as a
peace officer by the Commission on Law
Enforcement Standards and Education.

(Emphasis added.)

The terms "members of the police department”™ and
"police officers" appear to be used interchangeably in
chapter 142. You advise that San Antonio park rangers are
employed by the San Antonio Parks Department. Consequently,
a San Antonio park ranger is not a "police officer" under

- chapter 142,

Very truly yoyrs,

R
Tém G. Davis
Assistant Attorney General
Opinion Committee
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